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LOOK TO THE WORD 

Biblical teaching for today 

 

PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS  
A study by Mark Eschle 

 

SESSION 5 – ROMANS CHAPTER 4 

Introduction to Romans chapter 4 

Paul now cites Abraham as an example of someone who was justified by his faith (and also briefly 

David) Abraham was not justified by his works, although he was a good man his works were not 

perfect. Abraham was justified before he was circumcised not after, so no external ritual will justify 

us either. Abraham was not justified by the law because the law had not yet been given. 

It’s helpful to read the account of Abraham’s life in Genesis chapter 12-25 before studying this 

chapter. It would also be helpful to read Galatians chapter 3-4, and Hebrews 11. 

 

Outline 

1. Abraham was not justified by his works      4:1-8 

2. Abraham was not justified by his circumcision     4:9-12 

3. Abraham was not justified by the law but by his faith    4:13-17 

4. Abraham was justified by his faith in the promises of God    4:18-25 

 

1. ABRAHAM WAS NOT JUSTIFIED BY HIS WORKS    4:1-8 

In this section Paul is arguing that Abraham was not made right with God by the things he did. 

Although Abraham was a godly man he was not perfect. For example, he told a half lie about his wife 

Sarai and he slept with his wife’s servant Hagar believing that this may fulfil the promise of God. 

Comments  

Vs 1-2 Abraham too has nothing to boast about. 

Vs 3 A quote from Genesis 15:6 

Vs 4-5 We cannot earn our salvation or our righteousness. 

Vs 6-8 Paul quotes from Psalm 32. Blessed/favoured are those who’s sins are covered and are 

justified. David was also justified by trusting God. David had sinned in such a way deserving of death 

but his sins were covered by the grace of God. 

 

2. ABRAHAM WAS NOT JUSTIFIED BY HIS CIRCUMCISION   4:9-12 

Abraham was declared righteous before God the moment he believed. It wasn’t until 14 years later 

that it was required of him to be circumcised. See Genesis 17. Paul has already argued in Romans 

2:25-29 that the Jews were not justified by circumcision. He now uses Abraham as an example of this. 

Comments 

Vs 11 Abraham is the father of all believers. 
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3. ABRAHAM WAS NOT JUSTIFIED BY THE LAW BUT BY HIS FAITH  4:13-17 

The law was not yet given whilst Abraham was alive, it was given 430 years later. Paul is 

emphasising that no man can be justified by the law not even Abraham. What is important is faith in 

the promises of God. 

Comments 

Vs 13-15 The promise comes by faith not by obedience to the law. Trying to be justified by the law 

brings wrath (and a curse). Transgression means breaking God’s law. 

Vs 16 The promise is God’s grace to us by faith. It’s a free gift. It is not a reward for keeping the law. 

Vs 17 Abraham is the Father of all those that believe. 

Galatians 3:13-14 (NIV) 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is 

everyone who is hung on a pole.” He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might 

come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 

THE LAW STATES ‘YOU SHALL’ DEMANDS OBEDIENCE 

THE PROMISE STATES ‘GOD WILL’ REQUIRES FAITH 

 

4. ABRAHAM WAS JUSTIFIED BY HIS FAITH IN THE PROMISES OF GOD 4:18-25 

Lastly Paul is concluding that Abraham was fully trusting in God to fulfil his promises even though it 

looked impossible that himself and Sarah could have a child. 

Comments 

Vs 18 Powerful connection between faith and hope. Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is confidence in what we 

hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 

Vs 20-22 Abraham’s incredible faith is an example to us. Hebrews 11. Even at the age of 100 he 

believed God would do what he had promised. He lived by faith not by sight. He showed such 

amazing faith and trust in God when he offered Isaac up as a sacrifice. Believing God could raise 

Isaac from the dead. Hebrews 11:19 

Galatians 3:6-9 (NIV) So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 

Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. Scripture foresaw that God 

would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations 

will be blessed through you.” So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of 

faith. 

Vs 25 Because Jesus in himself was without sin, he was raised from the dead, he was vindicated and 

declared righteous and so we too are justified as we put our faith in Jesus. 

 

PLEASE READ CHAPTER 5 BEFORE THE NEXT SESSION 

THURSDAY October 24th  


