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LOOK TO THE WORD 

Biblical teaching for today 

 

PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS  
A study by Mark Eschle 

 

SESSION 4 – ROMANS CHAPTER 3 

Introduction to Romans chapter 3 

   Here Paul concludes his argument about the universality of sin (the bad news) before he moves onto 

the gospel of righteousness (the good news). He is concluding that there is no place for self-

righteousness and this is necessary before we can receive the righteousness that comes from God. 

Verses 21-26 of chapter 3 are some of the most important and insightful verses in the book of Romans 

and they explain how God’s righteousness is given to us through the work of the cross. 

 

Outline 

1. Do the Jews have any advantage?      3:1-8 

2. No one is righteous - all have sinned      3:9-20 

3. Righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ     3:21-31 

a) The work of the cross       3:21-26 

b) Faith excludes boasting       3:27-31 

 

1. DO THE JEWS HAVE ANY ADVANTAGE?    ROMANS 3:1-8 

   It appears from Paul’s argument in chapter 2 that the Jews don’t have any advantage over the gentiles. 

Here Paul reminds the reader that the Jews do have privileges given to them. But in the end they are 

still under the power of sin just like the gentiles. 

Comments  

V 2 Lit oracles of God. The Jews have the Word of God, the covenant, the promises 

V 3-4 Unfaithful could also mean unbelieving. Even when we are unfaithful, God remains faithful. 

God is true and reliable. 2 Timothy 2:13 If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown 

himself. Every person false or deceived better translation than liar. 

V 5-8 Our unrighteousness should not be used to bring out God’s righteousness. The end does not 

justify the means. E.g. Judas Iscariot 

Romans 6:1-2 (NIV) 
1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are 

those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 

 

2. NO ONE IS RIGHTEOUS - ALL HAVE SINNED    ROMANS 3:9-20 

   In this section Paul is arguing that everyone, both Jew and gentile are under the power of sin. They 

are helpless to free themselves from the power of sin, even the law does not help them. 

Comments 

V 9 All are under sin – this is key to Paul’s argument. 
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Vs 10 – 18 string of 7 OT pearls 

10 As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands; there 

is no one who seeks God. Ps 14: 1-3, Eccl 7:20 
12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not 

even one.” Ps 14:1-3 
13 “Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.” Ps 5:9 

“The poison of vipers is on their lips.” Ps 140:3 
14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” Ps 10:7 
15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 17 and the way of peace they 

do not know.” Isa 59:7f 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” Ps 36:1 

 

Paul is stating from head to toe everyone is a sinner and all are under the power of sin. 
 

Final statement in conclusion of Romans 1:18-3:20 
20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God's sight by the works of the law; rather, through 

the law we become conscious of our sin. 

Therefore, NO ONE (not Jew or gentile, law or no law) WILL BE DECLARED RIGHTEOUS in 

God’s sight by the WORKS (keeping/doing) of the mosaic or natural LAW. The law makes us aware 

we are all SINNERS. 

According to Paul we are all in the same boat. There is not a boat for good people and a boat for bad 

people. Even those that the world consider as ‘good’ people have sinned. 

 

3. RIGHTEOUSNESS THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST  ROMANS 3:21-31  

   Paul now returns to the theme that he briefly covered in Rom 1:16-17. The gospel of righteousness. 

Our faith should not be in ourselves and our works or our ability to keep the law but in Jesus Christ and 

the finished work of the cross. We cannot add anything to the work of the cross except our sins! In 

exchange God gives us a free gift of his righteousness. 

a) The work of the cross - 3:21-26 

In the greek these 6 verses are one long sentence. Some describe these 6 verses as the best verses ever 

written! Paul is explaining that our right standing with God comes by faith in Jesus Christ and the 

work of the cross. A contrast between works of the law vs works of the cross. 

What’s the work of the cross? 

 Atonement – at onement, reconciliation with God, (sacrifice at the atonement cover or mercy 

seat) 

 Redemption – to buy back, a ransom paid 

 Justification – just as if I had never sinned + declared righteousness + imputed righteousness 

Often sacrifice of atonement is translated propitiation – which means appeasing or putting away 

of God’s wrath. Expiation = the removal of sins. 

Day of Atonement – Yom Kippur, see Leviticus 16 

 Once per year blood sprinkled on the atonement cover (mercy seat) by the high priest 
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 Plus, a scapegoat released into the wilderness 

JESUS’S SACRIFICE ON THE CROSS WAS THE DAY OF ATONEMENT 

Other works of the cross are: eternal life (salvation), adoption, healing & blessing 

Comments 

Vs 21 Law and prophets e.g. Hab 2:4, Jer 31:31 

Vs 23 – Paul again confirming the universality of sin 

Vs 24 Freely by his grace, a free gift to us but very costly to God and his Son. 

 Grace = God’s favour, we get what we don’t deserve 

 Jesus became a curse that we may be blessed 

Vs 25 Sacrifice of atonement literally means ‘place of reconciliation’ or mercy seat (throne of grace) 

V 26 God is both judge and justifier, both the righteous one and the one who makes believers 

righteous – fabulous! 

 

b) Faith excludes boasting - 3:27-31 

Being justified by faith leaves no room for boasting except in the one who justifies us – Jesus Christ 

Comments 

Vs 27-28 Paul declares that there is no cause for boasting. As Paul says elsewhere our only boasting 

should be in the Lord and what he has done.  

Galatians 6:14 (NIV) 

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been 

crucified to me, and I to the world 

Paul them emphasizes that our only means of being justified is by faith and not the law. 

Vs 31  

1. Our faith is in Jesus who fully kept the law Rom 8:3-4. 

2. Faith should lead to obedience, as we discussed before in Rom 1:5 they go hand in hand. Our 

faith should not lead to lawlessness but keeping the law. (but it’s not the keeping of the law 

that justifies us) 

 

 

 

PLEASE READ CHAPTER 4 BEFORE THE NEXT SESSION 

NEXT SESSION THURSDAY 26th September 

 


