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1. The self-righteous hypocritical judge 2:1-4

2. God the righteous judge 2:5-11

3. No one is exempt from God’s judgement 2:12-16

4. The Jew will be judged as well 2:17-29
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1. The self-righteous hypocritical judge

Romans 2:1-4 (NIV)
1 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on 

someone else, for at whatever point you judge another, you 

are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do 

the same things. 2 Now we know that God's judgment against 

those who do such things is based on truth. 3 So when you, a 

mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the 

same things, do you think you will escape God's judgment? 4

Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, 

forbearance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness is 

intended to lead you to repentance?
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2 Now we know that God's judgment against those who do 

such things is based on truth.

• Only God knows the whole truth.

Vs 1
1 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on 

someone else, for at whatever point you judge another, you 

are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment 

do the same things.

• Paul is speaking against self-righteous hypocritical 

judgmentalism. See also Matthew 7, speck vs plank



PAUL’S LETTER 

TO 

THE ROMANS

1. The self-righteous hypocritical judge
LOOK TO THE WORD

Biblical teaching for today

SESSION 3 

ROMANS CHAPTER 2

Vs 4
4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, 

forbearance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness is 

intended to lead you to repentance?

• We shouldn't take God’s kindness, forbearance and 

patience for granted. God’s goodness should lead us to 

repentance.

• As Christians this should remind us that to continue to live 

in sin is just not right, considering what God has done for 

us through the cross of Jesus Christ.



Genesis 3:2-5   Adam and 

Eve wanted to be like God 
2 The woman said to the serpent, 

“We may eat fruit from the trees 

in the garden, 3 but God did say, 

‘You must not eat fruit from the 

tree that is in the middle of the 

garden, and you must not touch 

it, or you will die.’”
4 “You will not certainly die,” 

the serpent said to the woman. 5

“For God knows that when you 

eat from it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil.”



HAS ANYONE HERE BEEN WRONGLY JUDGED?



THE WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY JOHN 8

Matthew 7:1-3
1 “Do not judge, or you 
too will be judged. 2 For 
in the same way you 
judge others, you will be 
judged, and with the 
measure you use, it will 
be measured to you.
3 “Why do you look at the 
speck of sawdust in your 
brother's eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in 
your own eye?

James 2:12-13
12 Speak and act as those 
who are going to be 
judged by the law that 
gives freedom, 13 because 
judgment without mercy 
will be shown to anyone 
who has not been 
merciful. Mercy triumphs 
over judgment.

Whoever is without 
sin cast the first stone
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Q   When is it right to judge?
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GOD THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE



PAUL’S LETTER 

TO 

THE ROMANS

2. God the righteous judge

Romans 2:5-11 (NIV)
5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant 

heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of 

God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6

God “will repay each person according to what they have 

done.” Proverbs 24:12

7 To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, 

honour and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But for 

those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow 

evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9 There will be trouble and 

distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, 

then for the Gentile; 10 but glory, honour and peace for 

everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the 

Gentile. 11 For God does not show favouritism.
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6 God “will repay each person according to what they have 

done.” 7 To those who by persistence in doing good seek 

glory, honour and immortality, he will give eternal life. 8 But 

for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and 

follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.
• Paul seems to contradict himself by saying a person can be 

saved by their works. But he is emphasizing that faith without 

works is dead. And as we discussed before obedience will come 

from faith. A tree is known by it’s fruit.

• Our deeds are not the basis of our salvation, they are the 

evidence of our salvation.

Vs 5
5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant 

heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of 

God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.
• Refusal to repent (hardness of heart) despite of God’s goodness 

will lead to God’s righteous judgement.
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2 Corinthians 5:10

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 

so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things 

done while in the body, whether good or bad.

1 Corinthians 3:11-15
11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one 

already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this 

foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or 

straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the 

Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the 

fire will test the quality of each person's work. 14 If what has 

been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it 

is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be 

saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames.
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Romans 2:12-16 (NIV)
12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from 
the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the 
law. 13 For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous 
in God's sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be 
declared righteous. 14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not 
have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are 
a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15

They show that the requirements of the law are written on 
their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times even 
defending them.) 16 This will take place on the day when God 
judges people's secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel 
declares.
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The purpose of the law

Romans 3:20 (NIV)

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God's sight by 

the works of the law; rather, through the law we become 

conscious of our sin.
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Romans 5:20 (NIV)

The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase.

• The purpose of the law was never intended to make us 

righteous before God but rather that we would know that 

we are sinners and are in need of a saviour. It is useful as a 

moral guide and for sanctification but not for justification.
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Vs 13
13 For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in 
God's sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be 
declared righteous.

• If it was possible for us to obey the whole law we could be 

declared righteous!

LOOK TO THE WORD
Biblical teaching for today

SESSION 3 

ROMANS CHAPTER 2

Vs 14-15

• Gentiles don’t have the mosaic law but have the ‘natural’ 

law. But still as they try to keep it they are the same as 

those that have the mosaic law. But it does not lead to 

justification or salvation.
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4. The Jew will be judged as well

Romans 2:17-24 (NIV)
17 Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely on the law 
and boast in God; 18 if you know his will and approve of what 
is superior because you are instructed by the law; 19 if you are 
convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a light for those 
who are in the dark, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher 
of little children, because you have in the law the embodiment 
of knowledge and truth— 21 you, then, who teach others, do 
you not teach yourself? You who preach against stealing, do 
you steal? 22 You who say that people should not commit 
adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do 
you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the law, do you dishonor 
God by breaking the law? 24 As it is written: “God's name is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” Isaiah 52:5
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4. The Jew will be judged as well

Vs 21-22
21 you, then, who teach others, do you not teach yourself? You 
who preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You who say that 
people should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? 
You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?

• Paul is stating that the Jews should practice what they 
preach
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Vs 23-24 
23 You who boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking 

the law? 24 As it is written: “God's name is blasphemed 

among the Gentiles because of you.”

• The Jews were dishonouring God by their lawlessness. As 

Christians we too should be living lives that are honouring 

to God. 
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4. The Jew will be judged as well - circumcision

Romans 2:25-29 (NIV)
25 Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if you 

break the law, you have become as though you had not been 

circumcised. 26 So then, if those who are not circumcised keep 

the law's requirements, will they not be regarded as though 

they were circumcised? 27 The one who is not circumcised 

physically and yet obeys the law will condemn you who, even 

though you have the written code and circumcision, are a 

lawbreaker.
28 A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is 

circumcision merely outward and physical. 29 No, a person is 

a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision 

of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a 

person's praise is not from other people, but from God.
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ACCORDING TO PAUL DOES THE COVENANT IN ITSELF SAVE YOU?

NEITHER CIRCUMCISION NOR BAPTISM SAVES YOU



ACCORDING TO PAUL WHO ARE THE REAL JEWS?

Romans 2:28-29

A person is not a Jew who is 

one only outwardly, nor is 

circumcision merely outward 

and physical. No, a person is a 

Jew who is one inwardly; and 

circumcision is circumcision 

of the heart, by the Spirit, not 

by the written code.



QUESTIONS?

PLEASE READ CHAPTER 3 BEFORE THE NEXT 
SESSION

NEXT SESSION THURSDAY 15TH AUGUST
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