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LOOK TO THE WORD 

Biblical teaching for today 

 

PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS  
A study by Mark Eschle 

 

SESSION 3 – ROMANS CHAPTER 2 

Introduction to Romans chapter 2 

Paul has dealt with the immoral idolater (mainly gentile) in chapter 1 and now he moves onto 

the self-righteous hypocritical judge in chapter 2. He is now speaking to both gentile and Jew but mainly 

the legalistic Jew. Paul is also declaring that God alone is the righteous judge and He only can make a 

righteous judgement against sin. Before Paul can explain the good news of the gospel, he brings the bad 

news that all are under the judgement of God both those that have the law and those that don't, both the 

Jew and the Gentile, no one is exempt.  

There are some difficult verses in this chapter that appear to contradict justification by faith 

but it is part of the argument that Paul is putting forward to deal with sin, self-righteousness and pride. 

Paul is building on the argument that the law is unable to justify or save the sinner. Paul declares in 

Romans 3:21-24 21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to 

which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to 

all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of 

the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 

Christ Jesus. (We are all in the same boat!) 

Only when a sinner declares that they are a sinner and that there is no other remedy, can they be ready 

to accept God’s gracious gift of salvation and righteousness. As a believer there is a tension between 

fully admitting that in our sinful nature there is no good thing (Rom 7:18) and that by our faith in Jesus 

and the finished work of the cross we are declared totally righteous. 

 

Outline 

1. The self-righteous hypocritical judge      2:1-4 

2. God the righteous judge        2:5-11 

3. No one is exempt from God’s judgement      2:12-16 

4. The Jew will be judged as well       2:17-29 

 

1. THE SELF-RIGHTEOUS HYPOCRITICAL JUDGE   ROMANS 2:1-4 

Certain readers of Romans chapter 1, the self-righteous moralizers, would have felt justified that they 

were not like the immoral idolaters. Paul turns his attention to them to state they are also without 

excuse. 

Comments  

Vs 1 Paul is speaking against self-righteous judgmentalism. In certain circumstances it is right to 

judge. Paul did so in his letters. Paul turned to God in prayer and his Word for guidance. 

Vs 2 Only God knows the whole truth. 

Vs 4 We shouldn't take God’s kindness, forbearance and patience for granted. God’s goodness should 

lead us to repentance. As Christians this should remind us that to continue to live in sin is just not 

right, considering what God has done for us through the cross of Jesus Christ. 
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Part of the fall of mankind was the desire of man to be like God and be the judge. This is still 

prevalent today even amongst Christians. There is a Pharisee or older brother in all of us! 

Genesis 3:2-5 (NIV)    Adam and Eve wanted to be judges and play God 
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 

‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or 

you will die.’ ”4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that 

when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

Bitter root judgement – the problem for many is not just unforgiveness but also bitter root 

judgement. And often the judgement will come back on the one judging. 

 

2. GOD THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE         ROMANS 2:5-11 

God is the only truly righteous judge. God does use leaders to make judgements on his behalf but 

those judgements are dependent on God and his Word. 

Comments 

Vs 5 Refusal to repent (hardness of heart) despite of God’s goodness will lead to God’s righteous 

judgement. 

Vs 6 quote from Prov 24:12 

Vs 6-8 Paul seems to contradict himself by saying a person can be saved by their works. But he is 

emphasizing that faith without works is dead. And as we discussed before obedience will come from 

faith. A tree will be known by its fruit. 

Jesus is the righteous judge. And it’s his Word that will judge all mankind. It’s all there in black and 

white! John 12:48 There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the 

very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day. 

 

Will believers be judged? 

As believers we are all saved by grace through faith. Both believers and unbelievers will face a final 

judgement. For believers this judgement is unto salvation. Their works will also be judged (assessed) 

Unbelievers will be judged unto death and eternal punishment. Their works will also be judged. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NIV) 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due 

us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

Also read 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 – saved but as through fire. 

Our deeds are not the basis of our salvation, they are the evidence of our salvation. 

 

3. NO ONE IS EXEMPT FROM GOD’S JUDGEMENT   ROMANS 2:12-16 

(Whether you have the law or not it is unable to save or justify the sinner) 

Paul in this section is targeting both gentile and the Jew. Whether a person has the law or not they are 

still condemned as a sinner. Only if a person was to keep the whole law would they be declared  
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righteous. If the law was able to save you then there would have been no need for Jesus to die on the 

cross. 

 

The purpose of the law 

The purpose of the law was never intended to make us righteous before God but as Paul states to show 

that we are sinners and are in need of a saviour. It is useful as a moral guide and for sanctification but 

not for justification. 

Romans 3:20 (NIV) 

Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God's sight by the works of the law; rather, through 

the law we become conscious of our sin. 

Romans 5:20 (NIV) 

The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. 

 

Comments 

Vs 13 If it was possible for us to obey the whole law we could be declared righteous! 

Vs 14-15 Gentiles don’t have the mosaic law but have the ‘natural’ law argues Paul. But still as they 

try to keep it they are the same as those that have the mosaic law. But it does not lead to justification 

or salvation.  

 

4. THE JEW WILL BE JUDGED AS WELL     ROMANS  2:17-29 

(The law or covenant cannot save or justify the Jew either) 

Paul is now turning his attention onto the Jews specifically. Just because the Jews have the law and 

the covenant that does not save them. 

Comments 

Vs 21-22 Paul is stating that the Jews should practice what they preach. We too as Christians should 

practice what we preach, be not just hearers of the word but doers of the word. 

Vs 22-23 The Jews were dishonouring God by their lawlessness. As Christians we should be living 

lives that are honouring to God. 

Vs 24 Cited from Isaiah 52:5 

The covenant or sign of the covenant does not save the Jew either. Baptism too doesn’t save a 

Christian. 

 

 

PLEASE READ CHAPTER 3 BEFORE THE NEXT SESSION 

NEXT SESSION THURSDAY 15TH AUGUST 

 


