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LOOK TO THE WORD 

Biblical teaching for today 

 

PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS  
A study by Mark Eschle 

 

SESSION 1 - INTRODUCTION TO ROMANS 

As Martin Luther said: ‘This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament and the very purest 

gospel, and is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but 

occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. It can never be read or pondered too 

much, and the more it is dealt with, the more precious it becomes, and the better it tastes.’  

Romans and Galatians were two of the books that impacted Luther the most and helped start the 

Reformation 500 years ago. (1517).  

 

Romans 1:1-7 (NIV) - Salutation – Paul’s greeting and introduction to the gospel 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the 

gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who 

as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was 

appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 

Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes 

from faith for his name's sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to 

Jesus Christ. 
7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people: 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Ancient Rome 

Population of about 400,000, 10% were Jewish. 

Capital of the Roman Empire. Centre of the gentile world. 

 

The church in Rome 

 It was not founded by Peter the Apostle Rom 15:20. 

 Possibly Christians that were present in Jerusalem at the time of Pentecost came to Rome to 

start the church. The initial church was predominately Jewish then increasingly became 

gentile. Acts 2:5-11 

 Maybe Christians from other churches (that Paul founded?) went to Rome 

AD 49 Emperor Claudius dispelled all Jews from Rome. Dispute over Chrestus (probably Christ) A 

mainly gentile church, Jews returned later. 

 

Author and date and place of writing 

Paul the Apostle was the author under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Scholars do not dispute this. 

Paul was formerly Saul of Tarsus. Tertius was Paul's scribe. Rom 16:22 

Paul wrote Romans in AD 57 whilst he was in Corinth on Paul’s third missionary journey. Looks like 

Paul had a 3 month break that gave him the time to write this letter. Acts 20:3 
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Romans was not Paul’s first letter 

1 Thessalonians AD 49 

2 Thessalonians AD 50 

Galatians AD 53 

1 Corinthians AD 54 

2 Corinthians AD 54 

Philemon AD 55 

Philippians AD 55 

Romans AD 57 

 

Paul was staying at the house of Gaius. Rom 16:23  

Phoebe probably carried the letter to Rome. Rom 16:1 

 

Form 

Longest of Paul’s letters. Over 7000 words. Circulated in various forms 14-16 chapters and variants. 

 

Purpose 

1. Paul had not yet been to Rome. He was planning a fourth missionary journey to Spain. He was 

hoping to stop off in Rome before going onto Spain. This was an introductory and doctrinal letter to 

the Romans concerning the gospel. 

2. Paul wanted to establish the church in Rome as it was not founded by an apostle. 

3. To deal with some divisions in the church. Jew & Gentile. Over the law. Weak and the strong in the 

faith. Rom 14-15 

4. A summary of Paul’s theology also intended to be circulated to other churches 

 

Major themes 

 The gospel of God – salvation and righteousness for all that believe. 

 Justification by faith - Martin Luther was a german monk who had been taught that to be 

saved he needed to live a righteous life. And so he had grown to hate God, for first requiring 

of him what he could not do and then for leaving him to fail. He said "Night and day I 

pondered until I saw the connection between the justice of God and the statement that 'the 

righteous shall live by faith.' Then I grasped that the justice of God is that righteousness by 

which through grace and sheer mercy God justifies us through faith. Thereupon I felt myself 

to be reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise." 

 Sin 

 The law 

 The New life in the Spirit 

 Unity of the Jews and gentiles 

 Adoption – we become sons and daughters of God 
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Outline 

1.Salutation - greeting       1:1-7 

2. Thanksgiving - The righteous will live by faith   1:8-17 

3. The problem of sin – broken relationship with God   1:18-3:20 

4. Justification by faith – right relationship with God   3:21-4:25 

5. The benefits of our right relationship with God   5.1 - 8.39 

6. Israel and the gospel        9.1 - 11.36 

7. Christian living – right relationship with each other   12.1-15.13 

8. Conclusion and personal greetings     15:14 - 16.27 

 

Commentaries 

 Romans for you – Timothy Keller 

 The Message of Romans – Bible Speaks today – John Stott 

 Romans – Tyndale New Testament Commentaries – F.F. Bruce 

 Romans – NIV Application Commentary – Douglas Moo 

 Romans – IVP New Testament Commentary – Grant Osbourne 

 A Commentary on Romans – Martin Luther 

More detailed commentaries 

 The Epistle of Romans – NICNT – Douglas Moo 

 Romans – BECNT – Thomas Schreiner 

 Paul’s letter to the Romans – Pillar New Testament Commentaries – Colin Kruse 

 

Homework 

Please read and if you have time study Romans Chapter 1 

  

Session 2 is on Thursday the 20th June 

 


