1 Peter is about Transformation
But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
special possession, that you may
declare the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but
now you are the people of God; once
you had not received mercy, but now
you have received mercy.
1 Peter 2: 9-10

• THE BATTLE FOR HOLINESS
• WHEN I DON’T FEEL LIKE BEING GOOD
• AN APPETITE FOR BEING GOOD

‘Refuse to get
Revenge’

1 Peter 2: 19–25 (MSG Bible)
You who are servants, be good servants to your
masters—not just to good masters, but also to
bad ones. What counts is that you put up with
it for God’s sake when you’re treated badly for
no good reason. There’s no particular virtue in
accepting punishment that you well deserve.
But if you’re treated badly for good behaviour
and continue in spite of it to be a good servant,
that is what counts with God.

This is the kind of life you’ve been invited into,
the kind of life Christ lived. He suffered
everything that came his way so you would
know that it could be done, and also know how
to do it, step-by-step.

1 Peter 2: 19–25 (MSG Bible)
He never did one thing wrong,

Not once said anything amiss.
They called him every name in the book and he
said nothing back. He suffered in silence,
content to let God set things right. He used his
servant body to carry our sins to the Cross so
we could be rid of sin, free to live the right way.
His wounds became your healing.

You were lost sheep with no idea who you were
or where you were going. Now you’re named
and kept for good by the Shepherd of your
souls.

‘There’s no particular virtue in
accepting punishment that you
well deserve. But if you’re treated
badly for good behaviour and
continue in spite of it to be a good
servant, that is what counts with
God.’
1 Peter 2:20

‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control. Against such
things there is no law.’
Galatians 5: 22-23

‘This is the kind of life
you’ve been invited into,
the kind of life Christ lived.’
1 Peter 2:21

Acts 16: 35-40

When it was daylight, the magistrates
sent their officers to the jailer with the
order: ‘Release those men.’ The jailer told
Paul, ‘The magistrates have ordered that
you and Silas be released. Now you can
leave. Go in peace.’
But Paul said to the officers: ‘They beat
us publicly without a trial, even though
we are Roman citizens, and threw us into
prison. And now do they want to get rid
of us quietly? No! Let them come
themselves and escort us out.’

Acts 16: 35-40

The officers reported this to the
magistrates, and when they heard that
Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they
were alarmed. They came to appease
them and escorted them from the prison,
requesting them to leave the city. After
Paul and Silas came out of the prison,
they went to Lydia’s house, where they
met with the brothers and sisters and
encouraged them. Then they left.

Matthew 5: 38-45 (Jesus said…)

You have heard that it was said, “Eye for
eye, and tooth for tooth.” But I tell you,
do not resist an evil person. If anyone
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to
them the other cheek also. And if
anyone wants to sue you and take your
shirt, hand over your coat as well. If
anyone forces you to go one mile, go
with them two miles. Give to the one
who asks you, and do not turn away from
the one who wants to borrow from you.

Matthew 5: 38-45 (Jesus said…)

You have heard that it was said, “Love
your neighbour and hate your enemy.”
But I tell you, love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you, that you
may be children of your Father in heaven.
He causes his sun to rise on the evil and
the good, and sends rain on the
righteous and the unrighteous.

Romans 12: 20-21 (MSG)

Our Scriptures tell us that if you see your
enemy hungry, go buy that person lunch,
or if he’s thirsty, get him a drink. Your
generosity will surprise him with
goodness. Don’t let evil get the best of
you; get the best of evil by doing good.
If you get revenge on your enemy, you
may succeed in knocking him off his feet.
However, if you forgive him and return
kindness instead, you just might drive
him to his knees.

